From the Team Vicar of Saltash – Lenten thoughts
With Easter falling towards the end of March this year, the season of Lent is upon us very quickly and the chances are, that we
often don’t get our thoughts in the right place to be able to give
full attention to this season.
During the forty days of Lent, we are given the opportunity to
spend more time in journeying with our Lord as he walks the way
of the cross.
Journeying is, and must, be part of our self –discipline and exploration at all times if we are to be true disciples of our Lord. Journeying can be risky. It can take us into unknown places and
sometimes into places we would rather not be. The journey of
Lent can be an uncomfortable one, but also one of huge value, as
we are called to face up to and admit to those things which maybe cause us and others pain - our sinfulness.
In our Lord’s journey to the cross, we recognise and observe
some of that pain. The disappointment, the denial, the lack of
commitment, the self- preservation of some persons, but also
the help and support of those who perhaps it would be least expected from along the way.

We live in a world currently where journeying is a daily themeand here I’m referring to the journeying of refugees, having to
leave their homelands for fear of their lives and journey out into
the unknown.
These refugees are journeying into an unknown future and they
are placing their faith in others for their safety and for that future life.
As it was for our Lord, help often comes from the least expected places and from the least expected people, in the form
of food, shelter, clothing, friendship and day to day support- all
the very basics of daily survival.
As Simon of Cyrene helped to shoulder the weight of the cross
for our Lord on his journey, so may we this Lent, in our journeying, help to shoulder the weight and burdens of someone who
we know, who in their current journeying is finding life a struggle.
Or perhaps, we need to ask for help, if it is you who are struggling beneath a heavy burden and need, that is causing you distress at present.
We are a Christian family, journeying together.
Read the words of the following hymn and maybe make them
your own this Lent.
Brother, sister, let me serve you,
let me be as Christ to you;
pray that I may have the grace to
let you be my servant, too.

We are pilgrims on a journey,
fellow trav’llers on the road;
we are here to help each other
walk the mile and bear the load.
I will hold the Christlight for you
In the night-time of your fear;
I will hold my hand out to you,
speak the peace you long to hear.
I will weep when you are weeping;
when you laugh, I’ll laugh with you.
I will share your joy and sorrow
till we’ve seen this journey through.
When we sing to God in heaven,
we shall find such harmony,
born of all we’ve known together
of Christ’s love and agony.
Brother, sister, let me serve you,
let me be as Christ to you;
pray that I may have the grace to
let you be my servant, too.
Text: Richard Gillard

May we each, personally and prayerfully consider our own commitment to Christ during Lent this year, and also how we each
intend to journey on and out in our faith and service to our
Lord.
May God bless you all in your Lenten observance and journeying
2016
Your Team Vicar
Revd Josephine Lobb

The season of Lent begins this year with ASH WEDNESDAY on
the 10th February.
There will be two services offered within the Team Ministry on
this day at which you can begin your Lenten journey. Both are
services of Holy Communion with the Imposition of Ashes, where
our foreheads are marked with the sign of the cross in ash.
St Stephen’s Church -on Ash Wednesday, 10th February at
10.30am -Holy Communion with Imposition of Ashes.
SS Nicholas & Faith Church on Ash Wednesday 10th February
at 7.30pm- Holy Communion and Imposition of Ashes.
Every Wednesday, there is a service of Holy Communion, at
St Stephen’s Church at 10.30am and during Lent these will have
a focus on some of the ‘Words of Jesus’ as a Lenten theme.

Lent
“In the light of salvation: journeying to and from the cross” – Lenten
Reflections
7.30pm on the following Mondays in Lent, at Saltash Wesley Methodist Church, Callington Road:
15th, 22nd & 29th February
7th & 14th March
Pentecost
“Worshipping Together” – a Saltash Churches Together Workshop
This will be facilitated by Rev Dr Chris Ellis, a former President of
the Baptist Union and published author on the subject of Christian
worship.
6.30pm, 15th May, at Saltash Baptist Church, Culver Road
Upcoming Worship
6.30pm, 7th February:
First Sunday of the Month Evening Worship,
Burraton Methodist Church, Liskeard Road
6.30pm, 6th March:
First Sunday of the Month Evening Worship,
Our Lady of the Angels Catholic Church, Bishop’s Close
7.30pm, 24th March:
Annual Maundy Thursday Holy Communion followed by the
Keeping of the Watch and Compline,
SS Nicholas & Faith Church, Station Road
10.00am, 25th March:
Annual Good Friday Walk of Witness
Saltash Wesley Methodist Church, Callington Road,
followed by walk down Fore St, pausing at SS Nicholas & Faith
Church, Station Road then concluding at Saltash Baptist Church,
Culver Road
7.00am, 27th March:
Annual Easter Sunrise Service followed by breakfast,

Favourite Songs of Praise/Hymn
Towards the end of last year St Stephen's Social Committee asked for your favourite hymns/songs of praise. The
evening containing the most popular together with a faith
supper will take place in April. If you have a story behind
your favourite or would like to tell us why it’s your favourite
then please pass your details to Steve Hookway or email
stevenhookway@hotmail.com

S.T.A.R.T.
Spending Time And Relaxing Together
A club for men who meet on a Christian basis
on the 3rd Friday of every month.
ALL WELCOME
Contact
Bob Austin 01752 844666

Helpers are needed for the refreshments after Wednesday morning services at St Stephen's.
There's plenty of space on the rota!
From Julia Mansell:
As part of my London Marathon fundraising for the RNLI (Lifeboats) a
Table-Top Sale and Silent Auction will be held at St Stephen’s
Church on Saturday 2nd April, from 9am-12 noon.
Tables £3, to be booked and paid for in advance, please; email juliaelizabeth.mansell@sky.com or phone 01752 311753

Easter Eggs Needed
If you would like to kindly donate an Easter Egg for the
Bumper Easter Draw please pass to Steve Hookway at
your earliest convenience. Also Heather Lyne would
love to hear from you if you are able to make some
Easter Cupcakes.

Mothers’ Union
Mothers’ Union continue to meet on the 2nd Tuesday of the Month. On
9th February (Shrove Tuesday) we are meeting at the Ploughboy for a
meal and this takes the place of our usual meeting in Church – we can
then come back to Church for Pancakes! So far we have no speaker
for our March meeting but our Secretary, Sandra is working on
this. Our April meeting will be the Annual General Meeting.
We continue to hold our Tea and Toast mornings 9.30-11.30, the next
will be on the 16th February and 15th March the donations collected
from these mornings are being sent to Truro for use by The Self Esteem Fund for Action for Children, Kernow Young Carers & Cornwall
Family Intervention Project.

Landrake yfc dung run
All proceeds go to charity
•
•
•
•

Delivery date 27th February.
£2.00 per bag.
Bulk loads are available.
We deliver from Saltash to Torpoint.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Please contact for more information
Andrew Mutton – 07875 604613
Michael Prowse – 07891 103753
Sam Behennah – 07543 691054
Sam Maddever – 07538 562073
Olie Peck – 07585 707587

St.Stephen's M.M.F.
At the beginning of 2015 Ray Wills and I attended a Deanery
meeting at Torpoint to discuss the 28% increase in the Mission and
Ministry Fund (M.M.F.) Various propositions were put forward but
none was agreed upon. Ray and I agreed that St.Stephen's would
try to pay the equivalent of £1,000 per week (£52,000 for the year).
This we informed Archdeacon Audrey at a subsequent service
which she was thankful for our efforts. But this did not meet our
full M.M.F.
Unfortunately we did not manage to meet that commitment!!!! We
did in fact manage to pay £62,399.00 not in 12 months but in 11
months. This paid our M.M.F. in full for the year.
So all at St Stephen's must be congratulated for reaching this target. Special thanks go to Steve and his hard working social committee for raising over £13,000 towards this sum. This year's
M.M.F. has only gone up 3%!!!!! So let's see if we can do the same
this year (with the help, we hope, of a new incumbent).
Once again thank you all for your magnificent effort.
Barry Jones
Churchwarden

The Annual Children's Society box opening will take place on
Saturday 27 February at St Stephen's from 10-12noon. Please bring
along your boxes and while you wait for the counting team to do their
work enjoy a cup of coffee or tea with a slice of cake.

TUESDAY 9th FEBRUARY - SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKES AT ST STEPHENS
FROM 3 pm

ST STEPHEN'S SOCIAL COMMITTEE DIARY
Craft and Gift Fair – Saturday 6th February - 10am to 2pm
St. Stephen’s Church – Free Entry
Our first fundraiser of 2016 will bring a great selection of Products
from traders across Cornwall and Devon. Several favourites will be
back as well as many new traders.

Refreshments will be served throughout the event, including Yummy
Bacon Rolls, homemade soup and cakes. It’s going to be a great
event so please pop along, it will be great to see you.
Loveny Male Voice Choir – Friday 19th February St. Stephen’s
Church
We are delighted to welcome the current holders of Cornwall Best
Choir (40 voices and under) to our church. Claire Fry and Darren
Jane will be back also to entertain us while the choir take a breather.
Tickets cost £5 each and are available now from Steve Hookway following Sunday Morning Services and John Petherbridge following
Wednesday Morning Services. Also available from Piglets Fore
Street, Phone Heather Lyne on 847617 or you can pay on the night.
Doors open 6.45 for 7.30pm start.
St. Piran’s Day Pasty Lunch – Saturday 5th March – St. Stephen's
Church – Mid-day
Celebrate St. Piran’s Day with a good ole Cornish Oggie and a slice
of Saffron Cake. £3 per person. More details to follow.
Hot Cross Buns and Easter Fun – St. Stephen’s Church
Saturday 12th March - 10am to 1pm
Craft Stalls, Fundraising stalls, Bumper Easter Draw, Hoopla, Easter
Egg Tombola, Guess the weight of the Simnel cake, Guess the Easter Bunny’s Name and refreshments.

Groups Directory
The editors would like to build a directory of the groups within the churches that meet regularly, please let us know the
details of your group including meeting days, times and point
of contact.

Who says the church doesn’t have
a sense of humour?
Chris Cook has found these gems from Church Notices:
Notices:
8 new choir robes are currently needed due to the addition of
several new members and to the deterioration of some
older ones
Low Self Esteem Support Group will meet Thursday at
7.00pm - please use the back door

Ladies - don't forget the rummage sale on Saturday. It's a
chance to get rid of those old things not worth keeping
around the house. Don't forget to bring your husbands.
Remember in our prayers the many who are sick of our
community.
The Minister unveiled the Church's new church roof campaign
slogan last Sunday 'I upped my Pledge - Up Yours!'

FROM THE EDITORS:

You may have noticed some changes to your Newsletter! It is a
work in progress while the new editorial team is in the process of
forming. We ask you to be patient while we get to grips with our
new task.
If you have any articles you would like to submit please email them
to saltashparishnewsletter@gmail.com
We welcome any constructive feedback on how we can improve the
newsletter and we would like to hear your views on the content:
what do you want more or less of, what would you like included....
with best wishes
Chris, Joanna and Laura

NEXT EDITION:
The deadline for the next edition is 29 Feb for publication on 20
March

